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 After the first cold snap, 
you’ll likely turn to winter 
tractor maintenance. Taking 
in hand your grease gun, 
you’ll squirt a dollop here 
and a dollop there, doing 
whatever’s necessary to 
keep the old machine run-
ning for another year.
 That’s essentially what 
government agencies have 
done recently, keeping alive 
proposals for multi-lane 
highways long discussed for 
these mountains.
 Here’s the latest:
 The Federal Highway Ad-
ministration in Washington, 
has awarded a contract to 
ICF International of Fairfax, 
Va., to study costs and rout-
ing of an interstate highway 
from Augusta, Ga., to Knox-
ville, Tenn., a spokesman 
confirmed.  
 It’s the decade-old brain-
storm of former one-term 
U.S. Rep. Max Burns of 
southeast Georgia. His then 
colleague, Charlie Norwood, 
since deceased, placed this 
$1.32 million earmark in 
President Bush’s 2005 trans-
portation bill.  

 Freeways do grievous 
harm to mountains and their 
forests, air and water. Yet, I 
welcome this study. 
 Alex Nitzman and Andy 
Field are people somewhere 
out in cyberspace. They 
say they make the “guide 
to the interstates” at  www.
AAroads.com.  
 This describes a non-
existent interstate from 
Augusta-to-Knoxville whose 
proposed route takes it 
through Cherokee County  
They even go ahead and 
award a map symbol as if a 
done deal. 
 Alex and Andy don’t dis-
close any telephone number, 
but have my e-mail message 
asking in good faith:   
 “Where are you in the 
United States? And what 
bridge or highway contrac-
tor are you working for?”
 Whenever there’s talk  
of an interstate, you look  
for linkage with the pro-
posed new stretches of 
Appalachian Regional 
Commission Corridor K on 
either side of us. However, 
no linkage is apparent in this 

step by the Federal Highway 
Administration.

 Jim Grode, executive 
director of WaysSouth 
(formerly Stop I-3 Coali-
tion), broke the news of this 
development.
 “Anything beyond  
the scope of the ICF 
International study must 
be requested by the states 
involved, and they must put 
up 20 percent of the cost,” 
Grode said.
 “To date, both North Car-
olina and Tennessee have 
declined to participate.”
 In 1956, Congress and 
President Eisenhower 
gave the job of numbering 
interstates to the Federal 
Highway Administration 
and American Association of 
State Highway and Trans-
portation Officials. Neither 
has acted in this case.   
 Now to other news:

 Gov. Bev Perdue signed 
Session Law 2010-31. In 
section 28.10 on page 158 of 
this 189-page appropriation 
act, there’s an important 
provision for Cherokee 
County.  
 It exempts Appalachian 
Regional Commission mon-
ies from the state’s Draconi-
an equity formula. Appala-
chian funds are to be spent 
in the Appalachians, what 
a concept. State Sen. John 
Snow and state Rep. Roger 
West deserve to share the 
credit.  
 The remaining Appala-
chian Regional Commission 
share of four North Carolina 
corridors, according to a 
cost-to-complete estimate, 
is $605 million. It won’t be 
near enough.  
 The national debt is 
$13.3 trillion. Meanwhile 
American Association of 
State Highway and Trans-
portation Officials, which I 
referred to earlier, estimates 
that 74,000 U.S. bridges are 
structurally deficient and 
need repair.
  It’s a tough climate in 

which to lobby for a new 
freeway after the BP oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 But dollops of grease here 
and there keep alive the 
mountain thruway proposals 
talked about since the Ken-
nedy administration.

 This column about Chero-
kee County’s environment 
– our mountains, rivers, 
creeks and air – runs twice 
a month. Tom Bennett of 
Martins Creek is a retired 
newsman. E-mail him at 
farblumtn@gmail.com.
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READERS SPEAK OUT

By JOHNNY ROWELL

Guest Columnist 

 My name is Johnny 
Rowell. I am a Sgt. 1st 
Class in the U.S. Army, and 
I just wanted to comment 
on something I read in the 
opinion section in the July 
28 edition of the Cherokee 
Scout.
 Although I know Russell 
Walker is entitled to his 
opinion, I feel that he, along 
with many expressing their 
opinions to the newspaper, 
are cowardly. It is one thing 
to make comments about 
how the men and women of 
the armed forces deserve to 
die to the newspaper, but it 
is another thing to express 
this directly to a soldier. 

Everything affects us differ-
ently when we have to look a 
person in the eyes.  
 Our forefathers fought for 
our freedom and gave us the 
laws this country was built 
on.
 Today, a soldier fights 
so their kids may not have 
to. We join because we are 
proud of our country, our 
heritage, and the men and 
women who wake up every 
morning and call this 
home.
 We proudly and gladly 
wake up, put on the uniform 
and get ready to do whatev-
er it is our country may ask 
of us. We pray to the same 
God who allows you to say 
we deserve to die, that same 

God that Westboro Baptist 
Church says is killing us 
because we allow gays in the 
military. 
 What is even more ironic 
is we pray for yours and 
their safety every day. We 
are men and women who 
feel we owe a debt to our 
country as well as the men 
and women who gave their 
lives so we can stand here 
today. 
 I don’t care if Walker 
hates me because I am a sol-
dier. I will love him because 
he is a son of God and, 
therefore, he is my brother, 
and the same goes for the 
members of Westboro Bap-
tist Church.
 As for the men and 

women who serve with me 
in uniform, I will always 
have the utmost respect for 
you all. 
 I will continue to pray 
for Walker, and those who 
feel as he does, to include 
the members of Westboro 
Baptist Church.
 “A nation that forgets its 
heroes will itself be forgot-
ten,” former President 
Ronald Reagan said. “All 
gave some and some gave 
all.” That is because we love 
this country and all who call 
it home.
 The writer, a proud friend 
to Donald Edgerton, is sta-
tioned at Fort Drum, N.Y., 
with the U.S. Army’s 10th 
Mountain Division.

Soldiers are out there fighting for all of us

Grateful for 
tour of Scout
 On behalf of my Summer 
2010 journalism students, 
I want to again thank the 
Cherokee Scout for your time 
in showing my class the in-
ner workings of the newspa-
per. We really enjoyed the 
tour of the printing press as 
well as your thoughts and 
insights on how to run a fair 
and accurate newspaper.
 Your time spent with 
our class was very helpful, 
because as you know we 
are planning to launch our 
weekly student newspaper 
this month. We really do 
appreciate you taking time 
out of your schedule to meet 
with us. We hope that you 
will stay in touch with us 
as we move forward, and 
if there is anything that we 
can ever do for you please 
contact me directly at 
ndbowman@yhc.edu.

Nicholas David Bowman
Young Harris, Ga.

 The writer is assistant 
professor of communication 
studies at Young Harris  
College.

Scout article 
got it right

for years. People can often 
twist something good into 
something awful. It turns 
out I was all wrong about 
the article. 
 After reading it, I was 
pleased that you repre-
sented John so well. He 
loves those animals, and we 
have visited his zoo several 
times. My son actually had 
his second birthday party 
there. The zoo is clean, and 
the animals appear healthy 
and well kept. We love that 
the views of the animals 
are much better than 
what you would find in a 
large zoo. I felt like your 
article captured a glimpse of 
who we know as “John from 
across the street.” 
 I’m thankful that the possi-
bility of an upcoming protest 
of his zoo wasn’t magnified 
by the local media. I wonder 
if this supposed protestor 
knew all the facts presented 
in your article?  Sadly, some-
times it’s easy to criticize 
what we don’t understand.

Sonya Decker
Murphy

Good way to
raise funds
 Along with not enforc-

loves unions and adores 
spending money. I move we 
take advantage.
 The administration gave 
$2 billion to create 1,600 
jobs – that is $1.25 million 
per employee.
 We start an enterprise 
titled National Union of 
Tractor Systems, or NUTS. 
We will produce windmill-
powered tractors. As the 
only such producer of this 
advance environmental 
friendly item, it would be au-
tomatically “too big to fail.”
 We hire every resident in 
the county ages 12 and over, 

thus  giving jobs to sev-
eral thousand, requiring a 
minimum of $5 billion at the 
going rate of the stimulus 
per job.
 We also give each em-
ployee a million-dollar retire-
ment plan which, of course, 
this administration will stand 
behind full bore.
 If denied, I move that 
we prosecute this admin-
istration for violating the 
Money Laundering Code 
as it cleans us out before it 
reaches China.

Larry Johnson
Murphy


