
Welcome to a familiar friend with a new look.
WaysSouth is now the name of the organization that
has been working hard on transportation issues that
you care about, including the proposed Interstate 3,
Corridor K, and advocating for responsible trans-
portation throughout Appalachia.  Our primary goals
remain stopping I-3 and promoting environmentally-
sound solutions for Corridor K.  

WaysSouth fills a niche that has long been neglect-
ed, one that is critically important to the preserva-
tion of the environment, heritage, and sense of
place in the southern Appalachians.  Our niche is to
help find ways to meet the transportation needs of
the region, while protecting its unique environmen-
tal, cultural, and historic characteristics. We aim to
do this by developing a vision of what the southern
Appalachians will be like in the future if their special 
qualities are preserved, while at the same time their 

transportation needs are met in a manner that
ensures the continued prosperity of the region.

The WaysSouth vision starts with the premise that
not all regions of the south need to follow the typi-
cal development pattern of highways, strip malls,
and high-density single family housing develop-
ments.  There is significant value for the nation in
preserving the southern Appalachians as a special
place. 
We are fulfilling our vision by developing and engag-
ing: (1) expertise in transportation planning, (2)
knowledge of all modes of transportation and their
benefits and costs, (3) economic needs of, and
impacts on, communities and the region, and how
they are affected by transportation, and (4) the envi-
ronmental, historic, cultural, and community quali-
ties that make southern Appalachia special and how
they may be impacted by transportation development.

We are not sitting on our laurels
while waiting for the study of I-3
to begin. Our staff and volunteers
are keeping in touch with the
Federal Highway Administration
and working with legislators and
local officials to ensure that
WaysSouth has a seat on the
study advisory committee so that
we can represent your interests.

We are also insisting that the
study include an opportunity for
meaningful public input, and that
public input inform the recom-
mendations of the study. Visit
www.stopi3.org/action.html to
see how you can help.
While these efforts go forward,
we continue to add to the list of
counties and regional planning
organizations (RPOs) that have
adopted official resolutions
opposing I-3.  We are working
with three grassroots groups in
South Carolina – the Oconee
Preservation Unlimited Stew-
ardship Trust (OPUS), Upstate
Forever, and the Concerned
Citizens for Conservation.  Our
joint goal is to persuade the
Oconee County, SC commission
to pass a resolution opposing I-3.

Oconee County sits in the beauti-
ful rolling hills of northwestern
South Carolina.  The people of

Oconee County desire to protect
the natural resources, open
space, and    scenic views that
are endemic to this historic area.
The Oconee County resolution
will further enhance the impres-
sive list of counties and RPOs in
Georgia and North Carolina that
are already on record as oppos-
ing I-3.  See www.stopi3.org/res-
olutions.html to view these reso-
lutions.
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ALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS -  LEASE GET INVOLVED!C P 
This January, make a resolution to become an
active player in the fight to protect Southern
Appalachian from unsustainable transportation
quick-fixes. WaysSouth can always use a help-
ing hand, but now more so than ever.  We need
three volunteers right now to be able to contin-
ue our work. If you can help please contact
Chance Finegan at volunteer@WaysSouth.org.

MONITOR OUR EMAIL LISTSERV - Do you
check your e-mail at least once a day? Can you
remember a password? We need someone who
can moderate our email LISTSERVs. All you
would need to do is make sure the e-mail is not
spam  and hit 'approve.' It would take less than
an hour of your time each week.

WRITE A WIKIPEDIA PAGE FOR US - Do you
enjoy writing? If so, then this volunteer position
is for you! Wikipedia is one of the world's top
references, love it or hate it. WaysSouth needs
its own page. Want to write, but not sure how to
use Wikipedia? We can show you.

THE RAILWAY ALTERNATIVE - We need vol-
unteers to help develop a package of rail alter-
natives in the southern Appalachians. Whether
you are a rail aficionado or have a penchant for
research, maps, writing or marketing, please
email Bob Grove of Brasstown, N.C. at
bob@grove-ent.com.
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Having lived in metro Atlanta for 25 years, I

know how development can affect one’s quality of life.  My wife and I moved to Roswell, GA in 1980.  At
that time, Roswell was a small, sleepy southern town with plenty of character.  But, over the years, the
trees came down and were replaced by strip malls,
parking lots, and housing developments, and no effort
was made to preserve the landscape’s natural charac-
ter.  The population boomed, and even though the
highways were widened, traffic soon became grid-
locked again. No one, it seems, stopped to think that
this was not sustainable development.  Fortunately,
there are many small communities all across Southern
Appalachia where people fleeing the big metro areas
can find peace.  But these communities are now
threatened by development pressures from the large
metropolitan centers around them.  Will Southern
Appalachia fall victim to the same thoughtless pattern
of development that has blighted our large metro
areas?  Or will we decide that enough is enough, and
Southern Appalachia going to be a special place? Help
us protect this special place by contributing your time
and money to WaysSouth.  Call Holly Demuth, our
Executive Director, at 706-508-3711. Please also make
a donation. Thanks for helping!
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The Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC) and the
Tennessee and North Carolina
departments of transportation
continue their efforts to build a
major interstate highway through
some of the most beautiful and
fragile parts of the Cherokee and
Nantahala National Forests,
including the Ocoee Gorge.  The
Corridor K highway was pro-
posed more than 40 years ago by
the Appalachian Regional
Commission. The rationale was to
alleviate the isolation and poverty
of the Appalachians. But since
then, a highly-successful historic
and recreational tourism econo-
my has developed which is
dependent upon the preservation
of our unspoiled mountain vistas,
valleys and forests.  The pro-
posed highway would seriously
compromise these very qualities
that have brought prosperity to
our region.  Increased heavy
commercial traffic and large man-
ufacturing plants would degrade
the environment and the local
economy on which the population
now depends.

Existing infrastructure, with alter-
ations and maintenance, can
handle current and future trans-
portation needs without further
unnecessary destruction of 
our natural environment.
Improvements to existing roads in
North Carolina and Tennessee
would go a long way in solving
commercial traffic concerns. The
re-emergence of railways on
existing rights of way is already
demonstrating their capability to
absorb growth in commercial
transportation. 

We need your help to share this
information with others. If you are
interested in getting involved with
our Corridor K effort in North
Carolina or Tennessee, please
contact WaysSouth.  Learn about
the link between Corridor K and
the controversial Interstate 3, and
see maps of the area by visiting
the Corridor K Web site at
www.wayssouth.org.

WaysSouth recommends that the
NCDOT consider alternative
transportation solutions rather
than create a new, four-lane road
from Stecoah to Robbinsville. To
see the NCDOT report and read
WaysSouth’s concerns, go to the
Corridor K Web site at
www.wayssouth.org.

The Southern Environmental Law
Center has submitted formal
comments with signed endorse-
ments of the Southern Appala-
chian Forest Coalition, Western
North Carolina Alliance,
WildSouth, The Wilderness
Society, and WaysSouth.
Additional letters of opposition to
the intrusive highway were sub-
mitted by the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy, Benton MacKaye
Trail Association, Georgia
Appalachian Trail Club, North 
Carolina Wildlife Federation,
SouthernAppalachian Forest
Coalition, WaysSouth, and
Tennessee Citizens for
Wilderness Planning. Expert
transportation analysis and geol-
ogy comments have been sub-
mitted questioning the need and
true impact of the proposed four-
lane road. NCDOT plans to hold a
public meeting early in 2009, dis-
tributing information and answer-
ing questions at that time. We will
advise our mailing list of the
details as they become available.

Thanks to those who responded
to our Action Alert by sending
your concerns and opinions to
the NCDOT. If you did not receive
the Action Alert and would like to
receive future mailings, contact us
at: info@wayssouth.org.

WaysSouth recommends
improvements to the existing
two-lane road through the Ocoee
Gorge. We strongly oppose the
proposed new road to be con-
structed through the Cherokee
National Forest and the Hiwassee
River watershed. The consultant
on the Tennessee segment of
Corridor K, URS, Inc., will soon
begin preparing their
Transportation Planning Report
(TPR) and Draft Environment
Impact Statement (DEIS). We
need local people concerned
about the integrity of the Ocoee
Gorge and surrounding natural
areas who are willing to be
involved in the Department of
Transportation (DOT) processes
as members of our resource
teams. Please let usknow if you
or someone you know is interest-
ed in learning more about serving
in this capacity.
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Using this expertise, we intend to engage in dia-
logue and negotiation with the several state depart-
ments of transportation, regional planning agencies,
county and city governments, and local leaders to
develop common goals and vision for meeting
transportation needs while preserving the special
qualities of Appalachia.  We hope to develop part-
nerships with universities, agencies, and other non-
profit organizations so that we can work together to
achieve our common goals.  We believe that our
goal of a prosperous southern Appalachia whose
special environmental, historic, and cultural qualities
are preserved and enhanced is shared by all those
who have the long-term good of the region at heart.

Several months ago people began asking, “Oh, I-3,
hasn’t that been stopped already?” This prompted
the Stop I-3 board to consider what we would do if
the results of the impending routing study showed
that no such road is needed.  Some board mem-
bers were of the opinion that we should throw a big
party and fold-up the organization.  Others with
experence in fighting interstates reminded us that

winning a battle does not mean we’ve won the war.
Highways have a way of bounding back to life 15 to
30 years later.  It’s also clear that I-3 might be built
in pieces, the
proposed
“Corridor K”
highways in
North Carolina
and Tennessee
being among
them.  Other
issues that need
attention are also apparent -- particularly the place
of rail in the future transportation needs of the
Southern Appalachians.   As the board looked at all
of the transportation issues that contribute to pro-
tecting the Southern Appalachians and our way of
life, the decision was made to broaden our mission.
In doing this, it became obvious that the organiza-
tion needed a broader name.  After much delibera-
tion, the name WaysSouth was chosen.  
When working on stopping I-3, the familiar name,
the Stop I-3 Coalition, with its widely recognized
logo, will be used.  The Web site, www.stopi-3.org,
will continue to provide information about our
efforts to stop Interstate 3. WaysSouth will work
proactively to solve transportation problems in the
Southern Appalachians while preserving our envi-
ronment, our economy, and our way of life. We
hope you will join us as we go forward, knowing
that the organization will be on the job in case the
fight against I-3 goes on for many years.  Thanks
for your continuing support.
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